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Short history
OF THE SCANDINAVIAN COUNTRIES
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Important years

 1262 Iceland makes an agreement with Norway
 1397 Kalmar Union between Danmark, Sweden 

and Norway with Iceland
 1523 Kalmar union ends and Denmark, Norway 

and Iceland ruled by a common Danish King
 1814 Norway gets its constitution, but ends up in 

union with Sweden
 1905 Norway independent
 1907 Iceland independent, but with Danish king
 1944 Iceland total independence with President
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Border changes that might
influence our research

 Norway – Sweden
 Denmark – Sweden
 Denmark - Germany
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The border in 1645
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Jämtland Härjedalen Swedish in 1645, the same with Halland and the islands in the Baltic sea. Peace in Brømsebro



9

Finn Karlsen - Genealogy in Nordic Countries 23.09.2018
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Presentasjonsnotater
In 1658 peace in Roskilde Sweden took middle of Norway, Båhuslen and Skåne with Bornholm. Middle Norway and Bornholm returned 1660 with peace in Copenhagen



Denmark 
Germany 
1864
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1864 Denmak had to give the duchies their independence/part of Germany. A survey 1920 had divided result between northern and southern Slesvig and we got today border



The 
archives

11

Finn Karlsen - Genealogy in Nordic Countries 23.09.2018

Prince-archives 
(Fyrstedømmenes arkiver) 
at National Archive in 
Copenhagen

Ordinary archives like 
church records at 
Landsarkivet in Aabenraa

Some documents specially 
for the southern part of 
Slesvig are at the archive 
in Slesvig



Laws

 Early laws
 Norway: 

 Frostating, Gulating and Eidsivating 
regional Laws

 1274 King Magnus made common
laws for Norway

 Denmark:
 Jyske law, Skånske law and 

Sjællands law

 Iceland:
 930 (written 1117) Graagaas

 1264 Jarnsida

 1281 Jonsbok
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Jonsbok
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Example page from an edition written 1363



Christian V 
Danish and 
Norwegian 
law
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1683 Danish law

1687 Norwegian 
law

Iceland part of the 
Norwegian law

Some parts Danish 
still valid



Version 
1723
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Constitutions 16

1660 Sovereignity Act

1665 Law for the kings

1814 Norwegian Constitution

1849 Danish Constitution

1874 Icelandic law with constitutional 
issues
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Language 
and 
Writing
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Norrønt 
language

 Almáttigr guð skapaði himin ok 
jǫrð ok alla þá hluti er þeim fylgja, 
ok síðarst menn tvá er ættir eru frá
komnar, Adam ok Evu, ok 
fjǫlgaðisk þeira kynslóð ok dreifðisk
um heim allan.

 Almighty God created heaven 
and earth and all the things which 
belong to them, and finally two 
people from whom races 
descended, Adam and Eve, and 
their progeny multiplied and 
dispersed across all the land.
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Oldest letter in Norwegian 1207-
1217
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Letter 
from 
1435
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Language 21
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•Icelandic, closest to the old Norrønt
•ÁáÆæÉéÍíÐðÓóÖöÚúÝýÞþIceland

•Danish
•ÆæØøÅå (also Norwegian)Denmark
•Riksmål/Bokmål
•Landsmål/Nynorsk
•Samisk

Norway



Gothic 
print
Chr V Norwegian Law, 2nd page

Gjøre hermed for alle vitterligt / at 
/ saasom Gudsfrygt oc Retfærdig-
hed er de tvende fornemste Støtter 
oc Hovedpillere / med hvilke Lande 
og Riger udi deris bestandige Flor oc 
Velstand befæstis oc opholdis / oc 
derfor ligesom Gud Allermæg-tigste 
til det første haver givet os en stor 
Anledning i disse Nordiske Lande / 
hvor hand saa naadeligen have 
ladet antænde sit Ords oc Evangelii 
klare Lys / som aaben-barligen over 
alt iblant os skinner oc lyser til den 
sande oc rette Religions Bestyrelse / 
som bestaar i en fornuftig oc 
retsindig GUDS Frygt oc Dyrkelse. 
Saa er oc / til det andet / some er 
Ret oc
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Gothic 
handwriting
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SLIG 2019



Family Search
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Danish National Archive
Rigsarkivet
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App from Norwegian 
National Archive
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Screenshots
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Dictionaries and wordlists
Family Search



Kalkar: Ordbog
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Search for Kalkar



Calendars
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Julian and Gregorian
Calendars
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 Julian Calendar
 Proposed by Julius 

Caesar in 46 BC

 Replaced Ancient 
Roman Calendar

 Gregorian Calendar
 Proposed by Pope 

Gregory XIII

 Corrected errors with
leap-year



Papal Bull:
Inter 
Gravissimas
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Adoption of Gregorian
Calendar
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Church year 35

Cycle of Liturgical Seasons in the 
Christian Church

Fixed and moveable feast days

Rules the same in all of Scandinavia, 
a little difference in names

Names part Latin, part local 
language
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Example 
from 
Norwegian 
Church 
book
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Nord-Trøndelag fylke, Snåsa i Snåsa, Ministerialbok nr. 749A01 (1733-1787), Fødte og døpte 1733, Side 42-43Dom[inica]: Quasimodogenits. [first Sunday after Easter day]No 15 Jørgen Ingebrigts: Sem=RejtenFadd:Paulus Muuseus B: A: Andr Bostad  Gjødde AasvoldOle Drefland



Family Search WIKI
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Bauers Calendar



That’s all!
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www.fkarlsen.net

Thank
you!
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